1102-258 Lisgar St., 
Ottawa. K2P 0C9 
Dr. Tyrone Turner, 
2nd f1 - 880 Bay St., 
Toronto, 
Ontario. 


27 July 1986 
Dear Dr. Turner, 


I'm writing to express two concerns, my own personal concern, and a 
concern for others with undiagnosed environmental hypersensitivity. 


The condition usually affects the central nervous system, with a 
variety of non-specific psychiatric symptoms resulting. It is” 
caused by substances in te environment, particularly pollution of 
various kinds. Improvement is associated with avoidance of 
offending environmental agents. 


My personal concern is that as someone with the condition I am 
unable to get adequate health care, but more importantly, I face an 
attitude of bigotry in local psychiatric institutions, the staff of 
which have suggested to me that the problem is psychosomatic. While 
I have been personally insulted by self-righteous but ignorant 
psychiatrists in the Ottawa area, the situation of those with 
undiagnosed hypersensitivity is, of course, far more important as a 
concern. 


As a person intimately familiar with the effects of this illness, 
which can be quite terrifying, I am deeply concerned about the 
probable significant percentage of psychiatric patients who have 
this condition as the cause of their illness, but who have not been 
properly diagnosed. They endure the hell of their symptoms without 
kmowing the cause, and must also endure what amounts to torture by 
psychiatrists if they do not recognize this as the cause. Bigotry 
on the issue abounds, (I'm not just talking about ignorance.) 


Despite several requests, local psychiatric hospitals and wards have 
done nothing to correct existing environmental hazards. 


I am also concerned because the condition is apparently inherited, 
but psychiatric staff have told my sister, who has twice been 
certified, that her problems have probably little to do it. 
Although she exhibits classic symptoms, and, being related to me, is 
in a high risk group, she has become convinced, partly by their 
input, and partly because of past ignorance in the Minstry of 
Health, that the condition is somehow imagined by victims. Asa 
result she is on drugs most of the time, and is performing at mich 
below her probable capabilities. 


As I“said, my main concern is for undiagnosed sufferers with 
psychiatric symptoms. Is there anything you could do to help? 


By 


Chris Brown 
(613) 237 0928 


